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Snag delays tax bill passage 


DENVER & 
THE WEST 


GOVERNOR 
MAKES PLEA 
FOR CHIP 


Gov. Hickenlooper 
sends an emergency 
request to lawmakers 
to use state coffers to 
extend the life of the 
Children’s Health Plan 
Plus in Colorado, 
which is currently set 
to end Jan. 31. »3A 


BUSINESS 


BOULDER 
ROBOT FIRM 
GETS $15M 


Canvas Technology, 
the developer behind 
the robotic industrial 
cart, raises $15 million 
from investors to 
expand production 
and continue its work 
in autonomous 
technology. »8A 


NATION 
& WORL 


wee 


IN TRAIN CAB 


Investigators are 
looking into whether 
the Amtrak engineer 
whose speeding train 
plunged off an 
overpass, killing at 
least three people, was 
distracted by the 
presence of an 
employee-in-training, 
a federal official says. 
»11A 


EPA chief amping up 
security. Scott Pruitt, 
the head of the EPA, 
has had his office 
swept for bugs and 
bought sophisticated 
biometric locks for 
added security. »12A 
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FRIGID FORECAST 


Shelters hope homeless 
come in, if only this spell 


couple of days before the weather is expected to turn dangerously frigid. RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post 


Some people on the street stubbornly refuse to use housing 


By Kirk Mitchell The Denver Post 


der will keep her out of Denver home- 
less shelters on Christmas weekend as 
temperatures dip to 2 below zero. 

The 37-year-old woman would rather risk 
frostbite than spend a night in a shelter with 
hundreds of people. Still, the veteran street 
person isn’t so worried about herself as the 
scores of young homeless people who don’t 
know the storm is coming or won’t be ready 


S tephanie Rigney’s social-anxiety disor- 


for arctic conditions. 


Thursday. 


“Tm scared how many people are going to 


die. There’s a lot of newly homeless who 
don’t have good survival skills,” Rigney said 
on a bright and warm Tuesday afternoon 
while standing in the shade of a mammoth 
oak tree in Civic Center. 

It was a little more than a day before the 
storm was expected to hit downtown Denver, 
causing temperatures to plummet from the 
60s on Wednesday to a high in the 20s on 


Forecasters said the temperature is expect- 
ed to dip below zero on Saturday for the first 
time since Jan. 6, when Denver hit minus 7. 


SHELTERS »7A 


Senate votes 51-48 to 
pass; House expected 
to send to Trump 


By Jeff Stein 
and Damian Paletta 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON” Republicans are 
on the verge of passing the most 
significant overhaul of the tax 
code since 1986, with the Senate 
passing the GOP plan 51-48 early 
Wednesday and the House ready 
to send the measure to President 
Donald Trump later in the morn- 
ing. 

All Senate Republicans voted in 
in favor of the bill, and all Demo- 
crats opposed. 

The sprawling measure would 
cut the corporate tax rate dramat- 
ically, and the vast majority of 
households would see their in- 
come taxes go down in 2018, with 
the largest savings going to the 
wealthy. The bill also proposes 
revising nearly every part of the 
tax system by restructuring in- 
come tax rates and expanding 
some popular deductions while 
paring back others. 

Republicans got the votes they 
needed to pass the measure 
through the Senate after holdout 
Republican Sens. Marco Rubio of 
Florida and Bob Corker of Ten- 
nessee said last week that they 
would support it. 

“Congress is standing at the 
doorstep of a historic opportuni- 
ty,” said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. “Here’s 
what we set out to do: Take mon- 
ey out of Washington’s pockets 
and put it back in the pockets of 
middle-class Americans.” 

House Republicans thought 
they had finished their work when 
they passed a version of the tax 
bill Tuesday afternoon. The mea- 
sure passed 227-203, with all but 
12 Republicans voting for the bill. 
No Democrat supported it. 

But the plan hit a snag Tuesday 
afternoon when the Senate parlia- 
mentarian ruled that three of its 
provisions violated that cham- 
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Many high schools fail to get grads to top colleges 


By Monte Whaley 
The Denver Post 


Some high schools in Colorado 
do a much better job of getting 
graduates to nationally ranked col- 
leges than others, and in many in- 
stances it doesn’t matter if the stu- 
dents come from well-off, minori- 
ty or small-town families. 

So says A+ Colorado, a nonprofit 
agency that studies education is- 
sues in the state. The group issued 
a first-of-its-kind study this week 
that tracks which high schools are 
sending students to top-tier, selec- 


tive colleges. 

It’s no surprise that schools in 
affluent areas including Boulder, 
Cherry Creek, Aspen and Douglas 
County sent as many as 24 percent 
of their graduates to the country’s 
top 300 colleges between 2009 and 
2015, according to A+ Colorado. 

But some schools with high per- 
centages of low-income students 
also did well at sending students to 
well-regarded colleges, said A+ 
Colorado CEO Van _ Schoales. 
Those select colleges, as picked by 
U.S News & World Report, include 
the University of Colorado, Colo- 


rado State University, the Univer- 
sity of Denver, Colorado School of 
Mines, the Air Force Academy and 
Colorado College. 

DSST: Green Valley Ranch, a 
Denver charter school in which 67 
percent of enrolled students quali- 
fy for free or reduced-price lunch- 
es, sent 12 percent of its graduates 
to a select college between 2009 
and 2015, A+ Colorado reported. 

“All of this points to a culture 
both in the community and the 
school that expectations are very 
high that seniors are going to go to 
college,” Schoales said. “It all boils 


down to expectations.” 

Still, the study shows wide gaps 
among Colorado high schools’ ef- 
forts to get students into top col- 
leges or even into certificate pro- 
grams. 

A+ Colorado found that 200 of 
Colorado’s 580 high schools had 
no graduates that enrolled at one 
of the top 300 colleges between 
2009 and 2015. And only half of all 
Colorado high schools sent a ma- 
jority of graduates to any post-sec- 
ondary program in those years. 

“Unfortunately, the disparities 
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